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O n Commencement Day for the Class of 2016, Thuy 
Tien Nguyen, of Ho Chi Minh City, 
Vietnam, had the distinction of 
becoming the first student from her 
country to graduate from Gallaudet 
with a masterôs degree. Tien, like 
many other Gallaudet graduates 
from developing countries, credits 
the Nippon Foundation, Tokyo, 
Japan, the worldôs foremost 
educational benefactor of deaf and 
hard of hearing people, for the 
financial assistance she needed to 
take advantage of a Gallaudet 
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NIPPON OFFICIALS WITNESS 
FIRSTHAND HOW WDL 
SCHOLARSHIP CHANGES LIVES 

CONVERSATIONS ACROSS 
NATIONS SLATED FOR 
OCTOBER 1, 2016 

T he first Gallaudet CAN will take place 
in conjunction with the inauguration 

celebrating Gallaudet's 11th and first deaf 
woman president, Roberta J. Cordano. 
Gallaudet Conversations Across Nations 
(Gallaudet CAN) is the manifestation of our 
University's broader mission to serve our 
institution, our country, and our world 
through engagement. Gallaudet CAN are 
gatherings of people for self-guided 
discussions on topics important to our 
community and will be hosted on campus 
and by Gallaudet University Alumni 
Association chapters in their local 
communities. Everyone is welcome to 
participate, and share thoughts and 
feedback on matters of importance to our 
community. Charity Warigon, special 
assistant to the vice president for 
engagement, is the main point of contact 
for Gallaudet CAN. To learn more about 
Gallaudet CAN, visit gallaudet.edu/CAN.  

T 

http://click.iwsend.com/?qs=e7bd6bb9db166a278ac1fa967bc502cf19241a56fa59e60104d498664b696e805a76b6e78374d73f
mailto:rsia@gallaudet.edu
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DEADLINE APPROACHES FOR 
FULBRIGHT SCHOLARSHIP 
APPLICATIONS 
 

S tudents thinking about applying for a Fulbright 
scholarship need to act quickly: the deadline for 

submission is mid-October, and a screening by the 
Gallaudet Fulbright committee is required in early October. 
Now is the time to start preparing to apply, making contact 
with the country the student is applying to, and requesting 
letters of recommendation. The Gallaudet Fulbright 
committee needs a hard copy of materials at the time of 
the screening of candidates. 
    Fulbright grants for study or research abroad are 
awarded on a nationally competitive basis to U.S. citizens 

who are graduate students or will 
have earned the bachelorôs degree 
prior to September of the year for 

which the grant is being awarded. More than 150 countries 
worldwide participate in the Fulbright Program with 
teaching assistantships available in excess of 25 
countries. These grants offer a very attractive opportunity 
for students with a serious interest in advanced study or 
research overseas. They generally provide funding for 
round-trip travel, maintenance for one academic year, 
health and accident coverage, and full or partial tuition. 
    More information is available at www.iie.org/fulbright 
and in the Fulbright section of the Gallaudet home page. 
Students can also discuss their plans for a Fulbright and 
ask questions about the application by emailing 
rsia@gallaudet.edu. 

education. 
     ñI am so thankful to Gallaudet and to Nippon,ò said 
Tien, the recipient of Nipponôs World Deaf Leadership 
(WDL) Scholarship. ñThis has been such a rich 
experience.ò Gallaudet, she said, was a ñlife-changing 
experienceò that gave her far more than a good education. 
ñGallaudet gave me my deaf identity and taught me how to 
become empowered.ò 
     Tien came to Gallaudet with a bachelorôs degree in 
elementary education which she had put to use teaching 
math and sign language to Vietnamese deaf children. But 
she felt that her effectiveness as an educator was limited. 
ñI realized I needed more experience to be a better 
teacher,ò she said. On the encouragement of a Nippon 
Foundation staff member, Tien applied for and was 
awarded a WDL scholarship,  which provided her full 
tuition to earn her M.A. in Sign Language Education. She 
plans to return to Vietnam to teach sign language at the 
University of Dong Nai, and to train sign language 
teachers. 
     In the months leading up to graduation, Tien embarked 
on an ambitious internship with far-reaching benefits to the 
Vietnamese deaf community: conducting Ho Chi Minh City 
Sign Language teacher training and instruction and 
researching deaf Vietnamese people's experiences with 
sign language teacher training. She received guidance 
from her mentor, Dr. Audrey Cooper, assistant professor 
and program director of Gallaudetôs M.A. Program in 
International Development. Nippon Foundation Chairman 
Yohei Sasakawa and senior administrators of the 
foundation had the gratifying experience of seeing how 
their investment in educating promising deaf leaders is 
being rewarded when they interviewed Tien via live 
streaming during a visit to Gallaudet on April 12. 
     The Nippon officials were on campus for an update on 
students who are pursuing a Gallaudet education through 
a WDL scholarship, and to explore other ways that 
Gallaudet and Nippon can collaborate to benefit deaf 

people. Tien embodies the spirit of Nipponôs mission to 
create a society where everyone works together to shatter 
any barrier that stands in the way of an individualôs ability 
to achieve a fulfilling, productive life. The main 
requirement of applicants for a WDL scholarship is that, if 
accepted, they will use their Gallaudet education to 
become international leaders and work to empower the 
deaf community in their home country. Since WDL was 
founded in 2003, 16 scholarships have been awarded, and 
among the 14 graduates to date, 11, representing nine 
countries, are at home fulfilling their promise. 
     The Nippon Foundation originated in 1992 with the 
establishment of an endowed scholarship fund for deaf 
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and hard of hearing students from developing countries 
studying in the U.S. at Gallaudet University and the 
National Technical Institute for the Deaf, a college of the 
Rochester Institute of Technology. Today, Nippon has 11 
international scholarships and fellowships that help 
educate deaf and hard of hearing people. In addition to the 
WDL Fund, 15 international students from developing 
countries are currently gaining a Gallaudet education 
thanks to Nipponôs Sasakawa International Scholarship 
Fund. 

     The WDL scholars recently completed a survey that 
gives insights on their quality of life before, during, and 
after their Gallaudet education. The survey results were 
shared during the recent campus visit with Mr. Sasakawa 
and Nippon officials Mr. Yasunobu Ishii, senior program 
director for disability and social welfare, Ms. Natsuko 
Tominga, senior manager of public relations, and Ms. 
Kananko Shinden, project coordinator for the social 
innovation team. The overwhelmingly heartfelt responses 
of the WDL scholars serve as testaments to Nipponôs 
mission -- and the value of a Gallaudet education. 
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G allaudet Universityôs 146th
 Commencement 

exercises on May 13 were the first to be 

presided over by President Roberta ñBobbiò Cordano, 

who became the Universityôs 11th president on January 

1, 2016. It was an historic occasion for Gallaudet in 

another very significant way: it is believed to be the first 

time that both Gallaudetôs undergraduate and graduate 

student speakers were international students. 

     Representing the Class of 2016 were Ardavan Guity, 

from Tehran, Iran, who graduated with a Bachelor of 

Arts degree in deaf studies, and spoke on behalf of the 

undergraduate students. Tong Song, from Beijing, 

China, who earned her Bachelor of Science degree in 

accounting at Gallaudet in 2013 and graduated this year 

with a Master of Public Administration degree, spoke for 

the graduate students. 

     Guity was born and raised in a Deaf family and 

attended a school for the Deaf in Iran. He began his 

commitment to community service at age 12 as a 

UNICEF delegate for children and teenagers with 

disabilities. In 2005, he led the Iranian Center for the 

Deaf (ICD) and helped found its Deaf Youth Section. 

The following year, Guity represented the ICD at the 

Asian Youth Deaf Camp in Miyazaki, Japan. The 

experience inspired him to establish and lead the first 

Young Deaf Iranian Camp in 2007. In 2011, Guity 
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served as a delegate for the World Federation of the Deaf 

Congress in South Africa and taught interpreters about 

International Sign Language at the SIGN5 Conference of 

Sign Language Users at Gazi University in Ankara, 

Turkey. From 2011 to 2012, he was a researcher at 

Alzahra University in Tehran, working on a sign language 

and deaf culture educational book and DVD for sign 

language interpreters. 

   After earning a degree in computer science at a 

university in Iran, Guity enrolled in Gallaudetôs English 

Language Institute (ELI) in 2013. He became an 

undergraduate student at the University in 2014, pursuing 

a major in deaf studies. He has been a peer advisor for 

three years. In this capacity, he co-hosted several panel 

discussions, including a diversity panel, ñWho Am I?ò, in 

March of this year. 

   Guity is gifted with the knowledge of several languages: 

Zaban Eshareh Iran (the sign language of Deaf Iranians), 

Persian Sign Language, American Sign Language, 

International Sign Language, Farsi, Arabic, and English. 

He has been accepted to Gallaudetôs accelerated 

masterôs/doctorate program in linguistics for fall 2016. 

Guity states that every day at Gallaudet inspires him. 

   Song grew up in a loving and supportive family that 

instilled in her a passion for excellence in education. Upon 

graduating from high school in 2008 at age 17, she 

boarded a plane to the United States and began her 

studies in the ELI at Gallaudet. In fall 2009, she began her 

undergraduate studies at the University, majoring in 

accounting. In the summer of 2010, she enrolled at the 

University of Washington, Seattle, to study JavaScript and 

animation. 

   After a year of volunteer work in non-profit 

organizations, Song returned to Gallaudet in 2014 to 

begin her studies in the Master of Public Administration 

program. She also worked as a student assistant in 

Tutorial and Instructional Programs, managing tutorial 

appointments, tracking studentsô progress, and assisting 

in preparing tutorial materials, exhibits, and 

demonstrations. In addition, Song served as a teaching 

assistant in the Department of Business, working on 

research projects and developing new course materials, 

and volunteering with the departmentôs Income Tax 

Assistance program, providing free tax return preparation. 

She is currently interning in the Universityôs Finance Office. 

     Song is fluent in Chinese, English, and American Sign 

Language. She is VITA/TCE tax certified, and proficient in 

JavaScript and iMovie animation. She takes pride in her 

interpersonal skills, adaptability, organizational and 

communication skills, problem-solving, and logical 

thinking. She describes herself as independent, self-

disciplined, confident, positive, and spiritual. Songôs goals 

are to become an accounting team manager and a leader 

at a public organization or corporation. 

     When Song first arrived at Gallaudet, she suffered from 

a bad case of homesickness, but the warm reception she 

received soon made her feel accepted.   ñEveryone was 

so welcoming, so supportive. Plus Iôd never experienced 

the deaf community and signing and 100 percent 

communication access, so I felt connected almost 

immediately. Looking back, she has no doubts that 

coming to Gallaudet was one of the best decisions she 

ever made. What she has learned here through ELI, 

undergraduate, and graduate educations -- seven years in 

all -- ñhas been beyond expectations. I couldnôt have 

imagined what I would have learned about myself if I 

hadnôt come here. I owe Gallaudet so much appreciation. 

Her parents, too, are amazed ñthat I have reached this 

level,ò she said. Songôs advice to anyone contemplating a 

Gallaudet education is not to second-guess themselves or 

look for any reasons to discourage themselves from 

making the move. ñJust go! Youôll be surprised at what 

you will become. Invest in your talent and skills.ò She 

repeated, with a renewed sense of excitement, ñJust go!ò 
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INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS 

The Gallaudet-Nippon Foundation World Deaf Leadership scholarship for the 2017-2018 

academic year was announced this past July. For more details, please go to Goo.gl/mbZR3I  

http://www.gallaudet.edu/rsia/international-student-and-scholar-services-(immigration)/nippon-foundation-scholars/the-gallaudet-nippon-world-deaf-leadership-(wdl)-scholarship-.html
http://www.gallaudet.edu/rsia/international-student-and-scholar-services-(immigration)/nippon-foundation-scholars/the-gallaudet-nippon-world-deaf-leadership-(wdl)-scholarship-.html
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W hen she was 15, Jessica Norteyôs Ghana Sign Language teacher mentioned 

Gallaudet University during class one day. Being 

unfamiliar with the place, Nortey looked it up online. It 

seemed like an idyllic place for a deaf person to study, she 

recalled thinking, but far too expensive to do anything 

more than dream about. 

     But Gallaudet stayed in the back of Norteyôs mind, and 

when her family came to the U.S. to visit family in 

Maryland, they agreed to let her visit MSSD. She was so 

enthralled with what she saw that she knew she had to 

become a student there. Thanks to  the Sasakawa 

International Scholarship Fund, her wish was granted. 

When the reality of leaving her family and moving to a new 

country finally sunk in, Nortey had second thoughts. ñI was 

scared to come here, but my family convinced me, and Iôm 

thankful to them.ò She entered MSSD as a sophomore, 

and soon fell in love with the school. After graduating, she 

immediately enrolled at the University. 

     Being a college student further expanded Norteyôs 

horizons; she became active in the Black Deaf Student 

Union, joined the Gallaudet Dance Company, and played 

soccer. She also gained experience by becoming a 

resident assistant and working at other student jobs. 

     On graduation day, Nortey said she was very excited to 

perform with the Dance Company at Commencement 

Exercises, and walk across the stage to receiving her 

degree in accounting. What she most looked forward to, 

she added was to start the new job sheôd been offered in 

the Payroll Office of Gallaudetôs Human Resources 

Services. 

     When asked if Gallaudet had helped her reach her 

goals, the incredulous look on Norteyôs face clearly 

showed that it was the most absurd question sheôd ever 

been asked. ñOh yes!ò she said. ñDefinitely! If I hadnôt 

come to Gallaudet, who knows where I would be? é. If I 

hadnôt come here, I wouldnôt have 

changed or advanced; I would have been 

part of the status quo, not open minded.ò 

SASAKAWA SCHOLARSHIP 
MAKES GALLAUDET 
EDUCATION POSSIBLE FOR 
GHANAIAN STUDENT 
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INTERNATIONAL VOLLEYBALL 
CHAMPIONSHIP 

 

http://2016volleyball.org/wc/
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GRADUATE STUDENT PHOEBE 
TAY AWARDED PEO 
SCHOLARSHIP 
 

Dual-degree opens óincredible learning 
opportunitiesô 
 
By Phoebe Tay 
 

B eing enrolled as a graduate student in the dual M.A. in International Development and Linguistics 
program at Gallaudet University has opened up many 
incredible learning opportunities for me in the past two 
years. One of the biggest learning opportunities was my 
recent nine-week summer stint at the Singapore 
Association for the Deaf. 
    During this internship, I conducted fieldwork research on 
language and identity in the Singapore Deaf Community. 
My role as a researcher was to uncover and document 
historical change across four generations of Deaf and hard 
of hearing people in Singapore. I was fascinated to 
discover how Singapore Sign Language evolved to what it 
is today since the 1950s, as well as intrigued to learn how 
language issues have shaped the identity politics of the 
Singapore Deaf Community. 
    Much to my surprise, another wonderful opportunity 
presented itself during my time in Singapore. I was 
formally invited by the chairman of the World Federation of 
the Deaf Regional Secretariat for Asia (WFD RSA) 
committee to present my research project at the upcoming 

WFD RSA conference October 14 to 16 in Singapore, and 
received full sponsorship for my flight and conference 
registration. I consider it an honor and look forward to 
representing my country at the conference. 
    The Philanthropic Educational Organization (P.E.O.) 
has also made it possible for me to be in graduate school 
by awarding me two rounds of the PEO International 
Peace scholarship. I encourage women from countries 
outside the USA to apply for this scholarship. For more 
information on this scholarship, please visit their website at 
http://www.peointernational.org/. 

BUU STUDY ABROAD AT 
GALLAUDET 

http://www.peointernational.org/

