
STEVE ACKLEY FUND NEWS 

Bryn Griswold, a rising 3rd year AuD student at 
Gallaudet University, and Talah Wafa, a recent-
ly PhD graduate, were named this year’s recipi-
ents of the Steve Ackley Memorial Scholarship 
Award during Gallaudet University Hearing, 
Speech, and Language Sciences (HSLS) De-
partment Awards Gathering, held in a Zoom 
meeting format, on May 5, 2020. This is the fifth 
year in which this award was given. 

Selection was made by the members of the 
Gallaudet HSLS Department, after careful eval-
uation and discussion of Steve’s legacy and 
character. HSLS faculty and clinical educators 
considered several students who exemplify Ste-
ve’s character, and ultimately supported both 
Ms. Griswold’s and Dr. Wafa’s nominations. 

The Steve Ackley Memorial Scholarship Fund 
was established in 2014 by the Faculty of HSLS 
Department. With outpouring support and dona-
tions from numerous family, friends, former stu-
dents and colleagues, the Fund raised over 
$25,000 in just one year to be fully endowed in 
Fall 2015, and it continues to grow.   

Dr. Steve Ackley was 
a beloved  friend, 
colleague, and men-
tor to many. Within 
HSLS and Gallaudet, 
Dr. Ackley served in 
numerous roles,  in-
cluding Audiology 
Program Director, 
Department Chair, 
Faculty Senate rep-
resentative, and stu-
dent organization 
advisor. His teaching 
and mentoring was 

student-centered, focused  on life-long learning 
and humanitarian ideals. With a natural ability to 
connect with those around him, he often acted 
as a motivator for other’s research and profes-
sional development. He is fondly remembered 
for his warmth, humor, devotion to his family 
and to his students, and commitment to audiolo-
gy and deaf education.       Tax-deductible do-
nation can be made at:  www.gallaudet.edu/
office-of-development/steven-ackley-memorial-
scholarship-fund.  
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Bryn Griswold and Talah Wafa received the  
Steve Ackley Memorial Scholarship Award 

Talah Wafa 

I’m Talah Wafa 
and am gradu-
ating from Gal-
laudet with my 
PhD. I met Dr. 
Ackley on the 
1st day I went 
to visit Gallau-
det before the 
semester start-
ed. He was 
actually the 1st 
HSLS faculty 
member I met. 
After a short conversation I knew Gallaudet was the right school 
for me. His warm smile and contagious laugh was so welcom-
ing. Later that year he took our class the the NIDCD’s 20th an-
niversary symposium. Our discussions on all the amazing re-
search going on encouraged me to apply to the NIDCD for a 
research internship. His stories about his animal work always 
fascinated me. Fast forward, I’m now a postdoctoral fellow at 
NIDCD working with humans and mice investigating balance 
and postural stability.  

I got my bachelors degree in speech and hearing rehabilitation 
from Kind Saud University in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia. I grew up in 
Washington, D.C. and came back to get my Au.D. and Ph.D. 
from Gallaudet. I completed my extrenship at the VA medical 
center in Washington, D.C. My clinical interest and research 
focus on postural stability and ways to improve assessment. I 

Bryn Griswold 

My name is Bryn Griswold 
and I am a rising third-year 
Audiology student from Den-
ver, Colorado. Coming to 
Gallaudet University was one 
of the best choices I could 
have made for my future as 
an audiologist. My time at 
Gallaudet has been unparal-
leled - not only have I had 
the opportunity to learn a 
new language and immerse 
myself in a new culture, but I 
have also completed valua-
ble off-campus clinical rotations. I have had the pleasure of 
completing internships located in the Bering Strait Region in 
rural Alaska, Baltimore, and the District of Colombia. Each clini-
cal rotation has helped me gain confidence working with cultur-
ally, linguistically, and socioeconomically diverse populations. 
Additionally, during my time at Gallaudet I have become in-
creasingly passionate about research and I have had the added 
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Shining Strong! 
These contributions were made 
after the fund was endowed. They 
help grow the fund!  

May 2019-April 2020 
Amanda Connelly 
Aimee Agresti 
Anonymous 
Chizuko Tamaki 
Katherine A. & Shawn Zeller 

May 2018-April 2019 
Amanda Connelly 
Anonymous 
Jamie Bogle 
Rebecca Herbig 
Angelia Peacock 
Chizuko Tamaki 
Irving G. G. Tragen 
Katherine A. & Shawn Zeller 

May 2016-April 2018  
Matthew Bakke 
Amanda Connelly 
Katherine A. & Shawn Zeller 
Aimee Agresti 
Margaret Blake 
Jamie Bogle 
Jessica L. Cooper 
Jenifer Hutchison 
Sean Gerlis 
Elizabeth Marcinkus 
Samantha Kleindienst Robler 
Paul Rosenberg 
Adele Seitz 
Susan Stempel 
Deborah Sturm 
Chizuko Tamaki 
Julie Wagoner 
Aimee J. Weiss 

Stars that Started It 
All 
These contributions were made 
prior to April 2016. They helped 
establish the endowment fund!  

Katherine A. & Shawn Zeller 

Jonathan Ackley 
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Steve Ackley Memorial Scholarship Fund  

DONORS AND CONTRIBUTORS 
The Colorado Hearing 

Foundation  

Amanda R. Connelly 

Eagle Hearing   

Oticon, Inc. 

Anonymous 

Claire M. Bernstein 

Jamie M. Bogle 

Kathryn A. Kronick 

Herbert G. Zeller 

Mary Ackley 
Antoinette Allen 
Angela Anthony 
Aimee Argresti 
Anonymous 
Matthew Bakke 
Dragana Barac-Cikoja 
Jillan Barney 
Ariel Bennett 
Cara Blazier 
Robert Burkard 
Holly Burrows 
Leanne Carroll 
Nancy Connors 
Gretchen Cronin 
Kaitlyn DeFonzo 
Lisa Devlin 
Venita Dzime-Assison 
Ashley Espinosa 
Karen Farmer 
Brittany Fauble 
Charlene Fletcher 
Cynthia L. Frey 
Deb Garber 
Karen Garrido-Nag 
Keriann Giambruno 
Leslie Gilbert 
Kelly Glass 
Robin Goffen 
Kenneth Henry 
Rebecca Herbig 
Linda Hertzberger 
Amanda Hitchcock 
Megan Hoben 
Amanda Holley 
Jennifer Hutchison 
Sanyukta Jaiswal 

Carmen Jamis 
Kelsey S. Joosten 
Margaret Jylkka 
Stephanie Karch 
Brian Kelley 
Whitney Kidd 
Samantha Kleindinst 
Melissa Kokx-Ryan 
Alice Kreisle 
Lina Kubli 
Bomjun Kwon 
Joan LaCoss 
James Lee 
Roger Lee 
Elizabeth Jackson Machmer 
Michelle Malta 
Jolene Mancini 
Elizabeth Marcinkus 
Ruth Marin 
Jennifer Martin 
Marissa Martin 
Chelsea Matesi 
Kristen Maul 
Carol McGuff 
Larry Medwetsky 
Casey Morehouse 
Zora Nazarei 
Karen Pak 
Brittany Palmer 
Robin Pinto 
Silvia Quevedo 
Nicola Romero 
Krista Roper 
Kristin Roush 
Ayako Saito 
Naheed Saleem 
Paula Schaefer 
Susanne Scott 
Brenda Seal 
Adele Seitz 
Irene Sideris 
Sean Smith 
Alexandra Snyder 
Heather Marie Strang 

Jonathan Suen 
Chizuko Tamaki 
Tricia Terlep 
Mary Catherine Urlacher 
Julie Verhoff 
Jessica Vilenderer 
Talah Wafa 
Stephanie West 
Christine Williams 
Samantha Williamson 
Alice C. Wilson 
Gail Whitelaw 
Karen Woolman 
Christine Yoshinaga-Itano 
Christopher Zalewski 

The Stars of the Steve 
Ackley Legacy Conference  

These contributions were made 
to make the Ackley Legacy 
Conference in 2014 a success. 
Individuals here gifted their 
talent as presenters, or provid-
ed travel and lodging support to 
the presenters. These contribu-
tions helped to deposit more 
funds into the scholarship fund.  

Matthew Bakke 
Widex 
Unitron 
University of Northern Colorado 
3M 
Elite Hearing Network 
Amy Blank 
Jamie Bogle 
Gretchen Cronin 
Ken Henry 
Yell Inverso 
Stephanie Karch 
Samantha Kleindienst 
Ted Madison 
Michelle Malta 
Ruth Marin 
Deana Meinke 
Jerry Northern 
Jackson Roush 
Robert Traynor 
Kristen Uhler 

Tax-deductible donation to the scholarship fund is  
appreciated at:              https://www.gallaudet.edu/office-of
-development/steven-ackley-memorial-scholarship-fund .  

pleasure of working outside of the audiology department. 
I have experience working as a co-teacher with the Peer 
Mentor Certificate Program, as well as a research assis-
tant for the Numeracy and Educational Neuroscience 
Laboratory. I do not take my educational and clinical ex-
periences for granted and I am grateful for every step of 
this path to becoming an audiologist. 

I am immensely honored to have received the Steve 
Ackley Memorial Scholarship Award and I hope to con-
tinue his legacy of life-long learning and humanitarian 
ideals throughout my career. 

also study the vestibular system in mice and have 
worked on collaboration projects ranging from blast ex-
posure to gene therapy. I have been fortunate to present 
my work at the American Academy of Audiology, the 
American Balance Society and the National Institutes of 
Health. My passion for balance goes beyond the clinic. 
While working on my dissertation, I completed my yoga 
teacher training and now teach community yoga classes 
with a focus on improving balance in the DC area. Anoth-
er passion of mine is photography, especially when I 
travel with my husband and two kids. 
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