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Colleen Feldewert to Receive the First Steve
Ackley Memorial Scholarship

Colleen Feldewert, a first-year Doctor of Audiology
(AuD) student, was selected to receive the first Ste-
ve Ackley Memorial Scholarship Award. Selection
was made by the members of the Gallaudet Hear-
ing, Speech, and Language Sciences (HSLS) De-
partment, after careful evaluation and discussion of
Steve’s legacy and character, The award will be
presented at the Graduate School Awards and
Hooding Ceremony on May 12, 2016.

Ms. Feldewert has demonstrated warm personality
and devotion to humanitarian projects. She is often
seen helping others. Much like Steve, she has an
infectious laugh and motivates those around her.
She has expressed commitment to working in under
-served minority communities, increasing cultural
sensitivity, and ensuring all individuals have equal
access to language.

The Steve Ackley Memorial Scholarship Fund was
established in 2014, by the Faculty of HSLS Depart-
ment. With outpouring support and donations from
numerous family, friends, former students and col-
leagues, the Fund raised over $25,000 in just one
year to be fully endowed in Fall 2015, and it contin-
ues to grow.

Dr. Steve Ackley was a be-
loved friend, colleague, and
mentor to many. Within HSLS
and Gallaudet, Dr. Ackley
served in numerous roles,
including Audiology Program
Director, Department Chair,
Faculty Senate representa-
tive, and student organization
advisor. His teaching and
mentoring was student-
centered, focused on life-long learning and humani-
tarian ideals. With a natural ability to connect with

those around him, he often acted as a motivator for
other’s research and professional development. He is
fondly remembered for his warmth, humor, devotion to
his family and to his students, and commitment to au-
diology and deaf education.

Donation to the scholarship fund can be made at:
giving.gallaudet.edu/Ackley.

Introducing Colleen Feldewert

My name is Colleen
Feldewert and | am a
current AuD student at
Gallaudet. | am hard of
hearing in both ears
and was born and
raised in Santa Fe,
New Mexico, where |
learned the values of
family and culture. |
graduated with a BA
from Saint Louis Uni-
versity in Missouri
where | majored in
CSD with a minor in
Urban Social Analysis and learned the values of religion
and education. After graduation, | joined the Jesuit Vol-
unteer Corps where | lived and worked for a year with
and for the poor and learned the values of community
and social justice. Following this, | worked as a grade
school educational paraprofessional with a student who
had bilateral cochlear implants and | learned the values
of technology and American Sign Language.

I decided to attend Gallaudet University where | would be
able to improve my ASL and incorporate my own experi-
ences as a hard of hearing individual into my education.
In one of my first classes, | learned about Dr. Ackley’s
humanitarian and ‘people first’ philosophy. It was here
that | realized that | came to the right place where | can
incorporate all of my values | have learned throughout
my life into the field of Audiology. Knowing this, | feel
grateful for all that | have learned and | look forward to
seeing what the next step in my journey will be!

Sharing Memories of Steve Ackley—stories shared at the 2014 Steve Ackley’s Legacy Conference—

On a snowy Minn. night, by cabin
fireside, Ackley exclaims:

I learned to value family from a man who brought his children to class, to par-
ties, to any gathering. ... Kate sitting in a desk, Jonathan lying on the floor,

running his truck along the mortar of the bricks, and all of the students far

“You know why | hate bullies? Be-
cause they take your dignity away.”

more interested in the next turn of the truck. Ack paused for a moment, smiled
and realized that his son was teaching the class at that point. Thanks Ack.

More memories to be shared in the next issue....
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DONORS AND CONTRIBUTORS

“SHINING STAR” DONORS

Katherine A. & Shawn Zeller
Jonathan Ackley

The Colorado Hearing Founda-

tion

Amanda R. Connelly
Eagle Hearing
Oticon, Inc.
Anonynmous

“SuperStar” Donors

Claire M. Bernstein
Jamie M. Bogle
Kathryn A. Kronick
Herbert G. Zeller

“The Best” Donors

Mary Ackley
Antoinette Allen
Angela Anthony
Aimee Argresti
Anonymous
Matthew Bakke
Dragana Barac-Cikoja
Jillan Barney

Ariel Bennett

Cara Blazier
Robert Burkard
Holly Burrows
Leanne Carroll
Nancy Connors
Gretchen Cronin
Kaitlyn DeFonzo
Lisa Devlin

Venita Dzime-Assison
Ashley Espinosa
Karen Farmer
Brittany Fauble
Charlene Fletcher
Cynthia L. Frey
Deb Garber

Karen Garrido-Nag
Keriann Giambruno
Leslie Gilbert

Kelly Glass

Robin Goffen
Kenneth Henry

Rebecca Herbig
Linda Hertzberger
Amanda Hitchcock
Megan Hoben
Amanda Holley
Jennifer Hutchison
Sanyukta Jaiswal
Carmen Jamis
Kelsey S. Joosten
Margaret Jylkka
Stephanie Karch
Brian Kelley
Whitney Kidd
Samantha Kleindinst
Melissa Kokx-Ryan
Alice Kreisle

Lina Kubli

Bomjun Kwon
Joan LaCoss
James Lee

Roger Lee
Elizabeth Jackson Machmer
Michelle Malta
Jolene Mancini
Elizabeth Marcinkus
Ruth Marin
Jennifer Martin
Marissa Martin
Chelsea Matesi
Kristen Maul

Carol McGuff
Larry Medwetsky
Casey Morehouse
Zora Nazarei
Karen Pak
Brittany Palmer
Robin Pinto

Silvia Quevedo
Nicola Romero
Krista Roper
Kristin Roush
Ayako Saito
Naheed Saleem
Paula Schaefer
Susanne Scott
Brenda Seal
Adele Seitz

Irene Sideris

Sean Smith
Alexandra Snyder
Heather Marie Strang

Jonathan Suen

Chizuko Tamaki

Tricia Terlep

Mary Catherine Urlacher
Julie Verhoff

Jessica Vilenderer
Talah Wafa

Stephanie West
Christine Williams
Samantha Williamson
Alice C. Wilson

Gail Whitelaw

Karen Woolman
Christine Yoshinaga-Iltano
Christopher Zalewski

The Stars of the Steve Ackley
Legacy Conference

These contributions were made to-
ward the conference held in 2014,
which, in turn, helped to deposit more
funds into the scholarship fund.
Matthew Bakke

Widex

Unitron

University of Northern Colorado
3M

Elite Hearing Network

Amy Blank

Jamie Bogle

Gretchen Cronin

Ken Henry

Yell Inverso

Stephanie Karch

Samantha Kleindienst

Ted Madison

Michelle Malta

Ruth Marin

Deana Meinke

Jerry Northern

Jackson Roush

Robert Traynor

Kristen Uhler

Christie Yoshinaga-Iltano
Christopher Zalewski

Donation to the scholarship fund
can be made at:
giving.gallaudet.edu/Ackley.
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