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For more information about the Ph.D. 
program, visit gu.live/PhDEduc.

For more information about the Ed.S. 
program, visit gu.live/GradEdS.

For more information about the Ed.D. 
program, visit gu.live/GradEdD.

Questions about the program?	
Contact 
Dr. Christi Batamula

       phdeducation@gallaudet.edu.

OUR PROGRAMS 

The Ph.D. in Critical Studies in the Education of 
the Deaf Learner emphasizes critical pedagogy as 
the foundation for advocacy in the education of 
deaf individuals. Graduates are prepared to be 
agents of change in their roles as practitioners, 
administrators, teacher educators, and researchers 
through a critical examination of educational, 
social, and political issues. Our doctoral program 
provides a balance between a required core 
program of study and an individualized study in a 
concentration area that is planned with the 
guidance of a faculty advisor. The program is highly 
competitive and fills up quickly, so early 
applications are strongly encouraged. 

The Transformational Leadership and 
Administration in Deaf Education Doctorate of 
Education (TLADE Ed.D.) prepares candidates at 
the post-graduate level to become transformational 
leaders in schools and programs that serve deaf 
and hard of hearing children. The TLADE Ed.D. 
emphasizes critical pedagogy as the foundation for 
advocacy in the education of deaf individuals. It is a 
hybrid program with summer work in person and 
the remainder of the academic year online. This 
program requires a total of 56 credits beyond the 
masters will be required for this program and 
successful completion of all program requirements 
and testing will lead to qualification for school 
administration licensure 

The Education Specialist (Ed.S.) in Deaf Education 
is designed for teachers who already have a 
master’s degree in education of deaf and hard of 
hearing students. This is a self-paced, 
individualized degree program offering 
specializations based on the interests of the 
candidate and the availability of faculty members 
within the specialization to mentor the candidate. 

Both the Ph.D. and Ed.S. programs have fully 
online or hybrid curricula available.



“The Ph.D. in Education program is a pioneer in 
the field of Deaf Education. Not only does the 
program prepare highly qualified teachers for the 
Deaf, but they ensure everyone in the program 
will leave with the drive, passion, and knowledge 
they need to become successful educators.”

Dae-Kun Kim, G-’21
California

STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES

Graduates from the Ed.S. in Deaf Education 
program will be able to:

•	 exhibit knowledge of and apply theories, 
concepts, and instructional practices of 
the chosen specialization in ways that are 
meaningful for diverse learners.

•	 exhibit behavior that demonstrates a 
belief in continuous inquiry and reflection 
as an avenue for improving professional 
disposition and practice.

•	 communicate effectively in a variety of 
professional roles in ASL and English.

•	 engage in a process of inquiry in seeking 
knowledge and information in the area of 
specialization.

Graduates from the Ph.D. in Critical Studies in the 
Education of Deaf Learners program will be able to:

•	 analyze, critically evaluate, and utilize 
educational theories, policies, research and 
practices intended to improve equity and 
social justice for deaf individuals.

•	 apply a critical stance toward theories and 
practices related to language and literacy 
learning of diverse children and adults.

•	 apply established criteria or standards to 
evaluate the quality of research. (This 
includes, but is not limited to: the What 
Works Clearinghouse criteria, Council for 
Exceptional Children criteria, Standards for 
Reporting Qualitative Research, or 
Consolidated Criteria for Reporting 
Qualitative Research.)

•	 design, conduct, and disseminate research.
•	 communicate effectively in American Sign 

Language (ASL) and English within a variety 
of academic and professional roles.

•	 demonstrate professional behavior, ethical 
practices, and collaborative leadership that 
promote social justice.

•	 participate in continuous inquiry and 
reflection that enhances scholarly 
knowledge, professional practice, and 
leadership.

“Going through the program, I gained a profound 
understanding of how disability can be viewed 
through various theoretical lenses like Disability 
Critical Race Theory (DisCrit), intersectionality, 
and social justice. This knowledge has been 
crucial in reshaping educational strategies to be 
more equitable and responsive, inspiring me to 
advocate for systemic changes that support and 
value the diverse contributions of individuals with 
disabilities especially in developing countries 
such as Morocco.”
 	            
	            Zahra Ketoun

 Morocco

ED.S. AND PH.D. COMPARISON 
The Ed.S. Program
The Education Specialist (Ed.S.) in Education is 
designed for teachers who have a master’s degree 
in education of deaf and hard of hearing students 
who seek advanced professional proficiency in an 
area of specialization. This is an online or hybrid 
program that offers several specialization areas. 
Specializations offered are related to topics in deaf 
education. The 30 credit hour program is individually 
designed by the student and advisor including 
completing a major capstone project and paper. 

The Ph.D. Program
The CSEDL program emphasizes critical pedagogy 
as the foundation for advocacy in the education 
of deaf individuals.  Graduates are prepared to be 
agents of change in their roles as practitioners, 
administrators, teacher educators, and researchers 
through a critical examination of educational, social, 
and political issues. To succeed in the doctoral 
program in education, a student must possess a high 
degree of initiative, self-direction, and commitment 
to inquiry and reflection. The Ph.D. program is better 
suited for students who wish to have careers in fields 
such as educational research and higher education.


