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Graduate Certificate in Deaf 
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Master of Arts/
Certificate in
Deaf Studies

OUR PROGRAMS

The Department of Deaf Studies offers the world’s 
premiere graduate program in Deaf Studies. Our 
students become members of a vibrant learning 
community dedicated to the critique of existing 
knowledge and production of new knowledge 
relating to Deaf communities and their sign
languages. There are two possible concentrations 
for the M.A. program in addition to the Certificate 
program.

M.A. in Deaf Studies: Cultural Studies

The Cultural Studies Concentration challenges
students to develop methods of inquiry, research, 
and critique that explore historically-created social 
institutions and cultural processes which shape the 
world and deaf ways-of-being.

M.A. in Deaf Studies: Language and 
Human Rights

The Concentration in Language and Human Rights 
is designed to give a globally based student 
population an understanding of the development 
of the U.S. and international human rights 
instruments, institutions, and discourses, with a 
focus on languages and linguistic minorities.

Certificate in Deaf Cultural Studies

The Graduate Certificate Program in Deaf Cultural 
Studies provides students with historical and 
theoretical foundations in Deaf Studies. This 18 
credit program will enhance students’ knowledge 
of Deaf Studies, better preparing them to work in 
fields relating to Deaf communities.



STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES

Students within the Deaf Studies program will:

• 	acquire knowledge and develop methods of
	 critique and research relating to the 

historical, cultural, and linguistic dimensions 
of Deaf communities.

• 	produce graduate level ASL and English 	
texts that demonstrate knowledge of, and 		
critical inquiry into, key concepts of Deaf 		
studies.

• 	work toward individual, institutional, and
	 ideological change through leadership,
	 advocacy, and dissemination of new 

perspectives on Deaf communities and 
signed languages. 

• 	be prepared to undertake further work in
	 research, teaching, or related scholarly and
	 creative activities in higher education.

“Majoring in Deaf Studies was the best decision. 
It built the foundation for me in critical aspects of 
advocacy work from a historic, cultural, and human 
rights framework. Much of what I do today in terms 
of advancing our representation comes from the 
teachings of the Deaf Studies graduate program.”

            Melissa Malzkuhn, G-’08
            Washington, D.C.

“The Deaf Studies M.A. program truly allowed me 
to open my eyes and gain a bigger and clearer 
picture of deaf issues by rethinking what it means 
to be deaf. This impacts my future vision of how 
I see creating a better healthcare system and 
services for the deaf community in my home 
country, Japan.“

Ai Minakawa, G-’21
Japan

Core Deaf Studies Courses: 
•	 Deaf Studies Research Methods 
•	 Foundations in Deaf Cultural Studies
•	 Language, Culture, and Power
•	 Enforcing Normalcy Deaf and Disability 

Studies 
•	 Community Organizing for Social Change
•	 Seminar in Deaf Cultural Studies  
•	 Deaf Studies MA Project I, II 

Concentration in Cultural Studies 
•	 At the Intersections: Deaf Studies, Race, 

Disability, and Empire
•	 Cultural Practices in the Deaf Community
•	 Theorizing the Contemporary
•	 Seminar in Deaf Cultural Studies 

Concentration in Human Rights and Advocacy
•	 Studies in the Human Rights of Deaf People
•	 Linguistic Human Rights and the Deaf 

Community 
•	 International Connections and International 

Sign 
•	 Policy Analysis for Community Revitalization 
•	 Development of the Transnational Deaf Public 

Sphere 

THE DEAF STUDIES PROGRAM IS 
INTEGRATED WITH OTHER RESEARCH 
CENTERS ON CAMPUS

Critique.
Create.

Collaborate.


