OUR PROGRAM

The Department of American Sign Language offers
a Master of Arts in Sign Language Education
(MASLED) program. This program is intended to
educate future sign language teachers who will
provide exemplary leadership in the sign language
education field.

Curriculum development, assessment, and
incorporating deaf culture (with multiple identities)
into the language curriculum are among the major
theoretical and methodological issues covered in
sign language education. A teaching practicum and
internship will also be completed under the
supervision of a cooperating teacher.

An electronic portfolio is required at the completion
of the program, representing the culmination of the
student’s academic performance.

“MASLED changed my life and helped me to
explore the ASL world. The program opened a lot
of doors for me to give back to the community.”

Matilda Prestano, G-’21
‘ Texas

Watch his testimonial in ASL

Tim Gough, G-'23
California

START YOUR ONLINE
APPLICATION TODAY

gu.live/apply

MAR Application Deadline

For more information about the program,
visit gu.live/MASLED

Questions about the program?

—'] Contact the program director
Dr. Kenneth DeHaan
masled@gallaudet.edu

Questions about the application process?

—'] Contact the Graduate
Admissions Office
graduate@gallaudet.edu
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“My MASLED degree from Gallaudet truly
helped me define and enunciate the ASL
work | am currently teaching at Nova Scotia

Community College and George Brown College.

The MASLED program gave me outstanding
support from my classmates and professors and
the best opportunity to further my education
while working a full-time job.”

Zohaib Qureshi, G-'21
Canada

DIVERSITY AND INCLUSION

The Masters in Sign Language Education (MASLED)
program is a safe place where we work together to
prepare for the academic sign language teaching job
market. Everyone in the program, including faculty,
staff, teaching assistants, tutors, students, and
administrators strives to make this a safe space for
others, contributing to a transformative experience
where collective learning and growth are
encouraged. The MASLED program is steadfast in its
commitment to equity, inclusion, and diversity. A
policy regarding Diversity and Inclusion, and Safe
Spaces is also an integral part of our program’s
handbook.

MASLED is a part of the Graduate-Level

Inclusion and Diversity Education (GLIDE) Program
initiative, which capitalizes on the rich diversity in
culture, language, worldview, race/ethnicity, values,
and beliefs that make up the Gallaudet community.
This program is intended to ensure that graduate
students are exposed to and engaged with learning
experiences related to equity, diversity, and inclusion
that align with Gallaudet University’s unique Deaf
cultural and bilingual educational mission within a
multicultural setting. The GLIDE program empowers
our graduates to fully embrace and appreciate
human diversity, acknowledge and effectively work
with the complexities of intersectionality, and
moreover become culturally competent and
responsive leaders.

Cultivating this level of understanding requires
specific and intentional exposure and learning that
upholds Gallaudet University’s Principles of
Community, cultivates introspection, shares
responsibility and engages the community, builds
critical multicultural competency, and affirms
diversity in deaf identities and cultures.

Successful completion of MASLED will have GLIDE
documented in graduate students’ academic records
and officially noted on student transcripts.

CAREER OUTLOOK

Most people who earn a Masters in Sign Language
Education degree find jobs in the following areas:

Primary and/or Secondary ASL Instructor
Post-Secondary ASL Instructor

ASL Specialist

ASL Consultant

Curriculum and Assessment Specialist

According to the Modern Language Association
(MLA), American Sign Language (ASL) is the third
most studied language in higher education. The
Bureau of Labor Statistics projects employment of
Foreign Language and Literature postsecondary
teachers will increase by 5.7% between 2019-2029.

GRADUATES FROM THE MASTER OF ARTS IN
SIGN LANGUAGE EDUCATION PROGRAM WILL:

- demonstrate theoretical knowledge and
display competence in classroom settings
regarding methodological and socio-
political issues involved in sign language
teaching, curriculum development, and
assessment.

produce graduate-level sign language and
English texts that demonstrate knowledge
of and critical inquiry into key concepts in
the sign language teaching field.

recognize the importance of the sign
language teacher as a system change agent
and apply this in practice utilizing effective
leadership, advocacy, consultation, and
collaboration to influence change on the
individual, group, and organizational levels.

demonstrate preparedness to seek and
obtain employment as a teaching
professional in the field of sign language
education.




