
OUR PROGRAM

Gallaudet has the only graduate counseling
training program in the world that specializes in
preparing counselors to serve the deaf, hard of
hearing, and deafDisabled populations. Graduates 
are prepared to seek licensure and/or certification 
necessary for full-time employment in mental 
health and rehabilitation settings and schools 
based on the program of completion.

The graduate program in Counseling was 
established in 1986 in response to a national need 
to provide appropriate counseling and mental 
health services to deaf and hard of hearing adults, 
children, and adolescents in schools, mental health 
centers, psychiatric hospitals, community programs, 
addiction programs, and psychosocial rehabilitation 
programs.

The need for qualified clinical mental health 
counselors specializing in serving deaf, hard of 
hearing, and deafDisabled people is growing. 
This is an exceptional opportunity for well-trained 
counselors to find work in a growing array of 
counseling jobs that meet the unique needs of the 
deaf and hard of hearing.

The program operates as a low-residency model, 
allowing for only two weeks on campus in the 
first and second year of the three-year program. 
Students in the program are able to take the 
majority of coursework online. The counseling 
programs will be eligible to seek accreditation by 
the Council for Accreditation of Counseling and 
Related Educational Programs (CACREP) in 2025.

Questions about the application process?	
Contact the Graduate
Admissions Office

       graduate@gallaudet.edu
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Questions about the program?	

Contact the program director
Dr. Gabriel Lomas

       gabriel.lomas@gallaudet.edu
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For more information about the 
program, visit gu.live/GradCOU.

Master of Arts in 
Counseling



WHY CHOOSE GALLAUDET?

Resources at Gallaudet University include the 
world’s largest collection of printed material on 
deafness, and the Laurent Clerc National Deaf 
Education Center. The amount of information 
Gallaudet has to offer, along with total immersion 
with deaf and hard of hearing students creates an 
ideal learning environment for our students. Our 
faculty are experienced clinicians who are able to 
tie current theory with practice applications with 
deaf clients.

The M.A. in Counseling program prepares 
graduates to be multiculturally competent 
professional counselors, able to work skillfully 
with deaf, hard of hearing, deafDisabled, and 
hearing clients of diverse backgrounds in a variety 
of settings. Our training model emphasizes the 
development of cultural self-awareness, sensitivity, 
knowledge, and skills essential to becoming 
effective and ethical practitioners who can promote 
health and well-being for all people.

PROGRAM DIRECTOR
Gabriel Lomas, Ph.D.

SPECIALIZATIONS

Two specializations are offered for the M.A. in
Counseling degree:

Clinical Mental Health Counseling
The Clinical Mental Health Counseling specialization 
offers students the opportunity to have a clinical 
emphasis through the fieldwork placement. 
Practicum and internship opportunities typically 
include state, local, and private mental health 
agencies, addiction programs, psychiatric hospitals, 
and educational programs serving the mental health 
needs of deaf and hard of hearing people and their 
hearing family members.

The specialization in Clinical Mental Health 
Counseling consists of a minimum of 61 credit hours 
and requires three academic years, including two 
summer residencies. Students take 55 required 
credit hours and have 6 credit hours of electives 
where they are encouraged to begin to develop a 
specialty. The program has been aligned with 
CACREP standards and will apply for accreditation in 
2025. 

School Counseling
The School Counseling specialization prepares
graduates to be professional school counselors with 
the ability to promote social justice, equity, school-
based mental health, and academic excellence for all 
deaf, hard of hearing, and hearing students in a 
variety of K-12 educational settings.

The specialization requires at least 60 credits to 
meet the national standards established by CACREP. 
Much like the clinical program, the school program 
has two summer residencies with all other 
coursework being online. The model is an excellent 
fit for teachers and other school employees who 
wish to keep their jobs and earn their counseling 
degree without needing to relocate. The faculty in 
the Counseling Program works closely with schools 
for the deaf, centers for the deaf, and other deaf 
education programs across the nation to help 
students find internship opportunities.

LOW RESIDENCY MODEL

The low residency model is designed to offer
students the ability to study primarily from home, 
but still have the on-campus experience. The model 
requires that all students begin their program of 
study in the summer with an on-campus residency of 
two weeks.

The summer, on-campus residency begins the first 
Monday after the Fourth of July. All fall and spring 
classes are done in a hybrid format, with weekly 
synchronous and asynchronous meetings done from 
home. Students who prefer on-campus housing are 
welcome to use our dorms. Distance learning will 
require a great deal of small group interaction, role 
play, and simulation to ensure rigorous learning 
objectives are being met. This cycle repeats in 
the second year. The third year does not require a 
summer residency as students will be in their field 
placements during their final year of study.

A typical course sequence will look like this:
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4 credits
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In addition to the courses above, all clinical students 
must take two elective courses which will be offered 
in a distance learning format during the semesters. 
Our faculty have advanced training in areas such 
as crisis, trauma, grief, child therapy, rehabilitation, 
forensics, and other areas of specialization that will 
give graduates an advantage in the job market.

6 credits
online


