
OUR PROGRAMS

The Early Intervention Studies (EIS) programs 
provide professionals who have different 
disciplinary backgrounds with current evidence-
based knowledge and skills for working with 
families and their very young children who are 
deaf or hard of hearing. Both programs provide 
an overview of professional and ethical practices, 
communication and language(s), families, and 
developmental assessment and programming. 
Candidates will acquire leadership, advocacy, 
and collaboration skills that promote age and 
developmentally appropriate outcomes for infants 
and toddlers.

The EIS programs prepare students to provide 
appropriate support and service to families 
with deaf and hard of hearing children. EIS 
graduates have a positive perspective of being 
deaf, in which being deaf is viewed similarly 
to cultural differences. Both programs offer 
students a framework to work with families 
that emphasizes the deaf or hard of hearing 
child’s strengths. This makes the EIS programs 
at Gallaudet unique from other programs that 
prepare individuals to work with young deaf and 
hard of hearing children and their families.

“I loved that my cohort was composed of 
students and professionals from many different 
disciplines. The professors are incredibly 
knowledgeable and passionate. The relationships 
and resources that I gained from being in the EIS 
program have been invaluable to me as a new 
professional.”

 Cassandra Turner, G-’20
 Virginia

Questions about the application process?	
Contact the Graduate
Admissions Office

       graduate@gallaudet.edu
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For more information about the 
program, visit gu.live/GradEIS

Questions about the program?	
Contact the program director
itf.program@gallaudet.edu

Early Intervention 
Studies: Master of 
Arts and Certificate 
Programs



STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES

The programs focus on the acquisition of 
knowledge and skills in four broad content 
areas. 

These areas are:

• Professional and Ethical Practices

• Communication and Language

• Families, Cultures, and Communities

• Development, Assessment, and Programming

“The EIS program prepared me well to work with 
families and provide the support and resources 
needed to emphasize the importance of D/HH 
children accessing visual language. Thanks to 
the EIS program, I have been able to effectively 
service my D/HH clients and their families.”

 Cara Brennan, G-’20
 Illinois

“I picked the M.A. in Early Intervention Studies 
at Gallaudet because it is the only program that 
focuses on early intervention and specifically 
working with deaf and hard of hearing children 
and their families. Social justice ideals are 
embedded throughout this program, which is 
another plus. So many of us work with a wide 
range of families and lived experiences and 
this program will prepare us to serve them in a 
culturally competent manner.”

	           Leah Geer, G-’10
	           California

ACADEMIC CURRICULUM FOR THE 
CERTIFICATE PROGRAM

The Early Intervention Studies Certificate Program is
a part-time low-residency program that includes 
online and on-campus instruction. Professionals from 
a wide range of disciplines are provided with current 
evidence-based knowledge and skills for working 
with families and their very young children who are 
deaf or hard of hearing. This seven-course graduate 
certificate can be taken by itself or in conjunction 
with another graduate program for professionals 
who have current or prospective employment in 
a program for deaf and hard of hearing infants, 
toddlers and their families. 

The EIS certificate program consists of 18 credit 
hours. The first course is a hybrid summer course 
of three days on campus followed by online 
coursework. The second course is also during the 
first summer and is completely online. The next 
four courses are online during the fall and spring 
semesters. The seventh and final course begins 
with an online portion and concludes with a three 
day on-campus seminar. The program includes an 
individually designed capstone project that must be 
completed before the certificate can be awarded. 
This program is not intended to lead to licensure in 
Washington, D.C. or other states.

For more information about the certificate program, 
go to gu.live/cceEIS

ACADEMIC CURRICULUM FOR THE 
MASTER OF ARTS PROGRAM

The Early Intervention Studies Program Master of 
Arts Program is a full-time low-residency program 
that includes mostly online and some on-campus 
instruction. Professionals from a wide range of 
disciplines are provided with current evidence-based 
knowledge and skills for working with families and 
their very young children who are deaf or hard of 
hearing. This 39-credit program will prepare students 
and professionals who have current or prospective 
employment in a program for deaf and hard of 
hearing infants, toddlers and their families. This 
program is designed to accommodate either 
professionals actively working or students not 
currently employed in the field. During the first year 
of this program, students will mostly follow the 
academic curriculum of the certificate program with 
additional master level courses, in addition to a 
practicum (in place of the certificate capstone 
requirements). During the second year of this 
program, students will complete additional master 
level courses and an internship. This program is not 
intended to lead to licensure in Washington, D.C. or 
other states. Students who previously completed the 
EIS Certificate program may be eligible for advance 
standing status in the M.A. Program. Please contact 
the program director for more information.


