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Sexuality and
Gender Studies

QUEER AND FEMINIST THEORIES

Students learn the basics of queer theory and 
feminist theory to gain new perspectives in 
examining sexuality and gender in society. Queer 
theory critically examines and deconstructs 
traditional notions of gender and sexuality, 
challenging rigid categories and binaries such 
as heterosexual/homosexual and male/female. It 
emphasizes the fluidity and multiplicity of identities, 
arguing that these constructs are socially and 
culturally constructed rather than inherent. Queer 
theory seeks to expand our understanding of 
sexual and gender diversity, advocating for a more 
inclusive and nuanced view of human experiences.

Feminist theory, on the other hand, investigates the 
ways in which gender inequalities and power
imbalances shape societal structures and personal 
experiences. It focuses on the mechanisms of
patriarchy and how they perpetuate the 
subordination of women and marginalized groups. 
Feminist theory also explores how intersecting 
factors like race, class, and sexuality contribute 
to complex layers of oppression and privilege. 
Both queer and feminist theories aim to challenge 
conventional norms, disrupt systemic inequalities, 
and promote a more inclusive and equitable 
society.
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WHAT IS SEXUALITY AND GENDER STUDIES?

The mission of the Sexuality and Gender Studies
Program is to educate students regarding cultural,
historical, and societal issues in the LGBTQ+
community, with particular attention to issues
impacting the intersectional identity of deaf and
hard of hearing LGBTQ+ people, and to prepare
graduates to be inclusive, socially responsible,
global community members and leaders. This
certificate program educates students on issues
salient to the complex communities of lesbian, gay,
bisexual, transgender, queer, questioning, intersex,
ally, asexual, and other identities that revolve
around sexuality and gender.

COURSES
The courses are designed as 8-week online
asynchronous/hybrid courses to fit the busy
schedules of graduate students and professionals.
Courses focus on a wide range of topics related
to sexuality and gender including understanding
historical contexts, homophobia, transphobia,
internalized phobias, intimate relationships,
political and legal perspectives, international
contexts, communication contexts, psychological
and sociological perspectives, and mental and
physical health issues.

REQUIREMENTS
The SGS certificate program requires 18-credit
hours. For graduate students, a maximum of
6 credits can be used from their current major
courses or previous graduate credits that have
LGBTQ+ content with the permission of the SGS
Program Director.

BENEFITS
Sexuality and gender issues are core to the human
experience. From STEM majors to mental health
workers, educators to artists, having a working
knowledge about SGS topics enhances the ability
of all professionals to connect with the LGBTQ+
community on a deeper level. On a personal
level, SGS students report having an enriched
understanding of their own identity and more
refined frameworks in which to better understand
their family and friends.

“I absolutely loved taking classes in the sexuality
and gender studies program. As a queer person,
it was crucial to have classes with representation I
could look up to and learn from about important
events in queer history. The curriculum was truly
enjoyable, and I kept all the books from the
program. It’s a fantastic program for students who
want to expand their knowledge of the
LGBTQIA2S community.”

		
		  Gabriella Rodriguez 

‘23, CSGS-’24, G-’24

“I was fortunate enough to learn about sexuality
and gender studies provided by a great program
at Gallaudet University through different lenses by
reading and discussing with other students.
Studying sexuality and gender studies opens a
window to the diverse tapestries of human
experience, teaching us to navigate complexities
with empathy and insight.”

		  Jadzia Ingram, ’24, CSGS-‘24

SEXUALITY

Sexuality encompasses a broad range of human 
experiences and is shaped by biological, emotional, 
and social factors. It includes older categories 
of sexual orientation (such as heterosexuality, 
homosexuality, or bisexuality) and newer categories 
like asexuality, pansexuality, and demisexuality. 
Sexuality also includes sexual identity (how 
individuals perceive and present themselves in 
terms of their gender and sexual preferences), 
and sexual behaviors (the actions through 
which people express their sexuality). Sexuality 
is influenced by cultural, moral, and religious 
values, which can shape individual experiences 
and societal expectations. Additionally, sexuality 
involves concepts of attraction, intimacy, desire, 
and relationships, all of which vary widely among 
individuals.

GENDER

Gender refers to the social, cultural, and 
psychological attributes, roles, and behaviors that 
a society considers appropriate for individuals 
based on their perceived sex. Unlike biological sex, 
which is determined by physical characteristics like 
chromosomes and reproductive organs, gender is 
a construct shaped by societal norms, expectations, 
and personal identity. It encompasses a wide 
spectrum beyond the binary classifications of male 
and female, including non-binary, genderqueer, and 
genderfluid identities.

Gender influences many aspects of life, from 
personal expression to social interactions, power 
dynamics, and opportunities. It is also deeply 
connected to issues of inequality, as traditional 
gender roles have often reinforced hierarchies 
and limitations, particularly in relation to women 
and non-cisgender individuals. Over time, the 
understanding of gender has evolved, with 
increasing recognition of its fluidity and the 
importance of respecting diverse gender identities 
and expressions.

SEX POSITIVITY

One of the program’s core guiding principles 
is sex positivity. Sex positivity is an attitude and 
approach that embraces healthy, consensual sexual 
expression and promotes the view that sex is a 
natural, valuable aspect of human life. It encourages 
open discussions about sexuality, free from shame, 
judgment, or stigma, and advocates for individuals 
to explore their sexual desires, orientations, and 
identities in ways that feel authentic and comfortable 
for them. Central to sex positivity is the belief in the 
importance of consent, mutual respect, and personal 
agency, emphasizing that everyone has the right 
to make informed choices about their own sexual 
experiences.


