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Who:   All graduation candidates! 
 

What:   GradFest 2015—your “one-stop” source for 

graduation information, services and prod-

ucts 
 

When:  11:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.  

 Wednesday, February 25, 2015 
 

Where: Jordan Student Academic Center  

 Multipurpose Room 
 

Why:   GradFest is a great way to save time and 

money preparing for Commencement.   

 Every department you need will be there 

to answer your questions and confirm that  

 you have met the requirements to  

 graduate. 

What is GradFest? 
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Graduation `15 Checklist 

Things To Do  Where? How?   

 Get help finding the right job  Visit the Career Center at JSAC, Room 2221 
 

 Meet with your Career Consultant for assis-
tance with your job search, resume, cover 
letter writing and feedback  

 

 Join the Bison Career Link by visiting their 
website: www.careercenter.gallaudet.edu 

 

 You will continue to have access to career 
advising and on-campus recruiting services 
for 12 months after graduation. Visit their 
table at GradFest for more information. 

 

 Visit the Admissions Office table for job op-
portunities as an admissions recruiter 

 

 You must submit an               
Application for Graduation. 

 Advisor’s signature required 
  

 For more information visit the Registrar’s 
Office: Chapel Hall, Room 101 or via                   

      e-mail at: registrar.office@gallaudet.edu 

 

 Check with your advisor to 
make sure you are on track to 
graduate. 

 Make an appointment with your  
Major/Academic Advisor to review your 
graduation status. 

 

 Go to GradFest on  
      February 25th! 

 Attend GradFest on February 25th from 
11:00 am to 4:30 pm to obtain all the Com-
mencement information you need! 

 

 Settle your accounts                         
Clear your outstanding debts, 
and pay the graduation fee 

 Check your account balance via the online 
Bison system at: bison.gallaudet.edu  

 Visit Student Financial Services, College 
Hall, Room B04 or via e-mail at: 

      student.accounts@gallaudet.edu 

 

 Complete a Student Loan Exit  
Interview 

       
      Bank Loans 
      Check your bank’s website 

 Complete online counseling at: http://
nslds.ed.gov                    

 Visit the Financial Aid Office: Chapel Hall, 
Rm. G02, or at: financial.aid@gallaudet.edu 

 Go to Financial Aid table at GradFest  
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Things To Do Where? How?   

 International spoken language 
requests 

 
 Visa letters requests for 

International guests/family 

 You can sign up to request during GradFest 
with Danilo Torres and GIS. 

 

 You can sign up to request during GradFest 
with Danilo Torres. 

 

 Verify your permanent home     
mailing address where your       
diploma, official transcript, and 
tax forms will be mailed.  
(This is extremely important. 
Make sure the correct address is 
on file.) 

 
 
 
 
NOTE: Address change and       
confirmation must be done with both 
Registrar and Payroll Offices,       
separately. 

 Contact Registrar’s Office to confirm your 
address on file is correct. 

 To change your address: 

 Visit the Registrar’s Office to fill out the 
appropriate forms if your  address has 
changed, or at: http://registrar.gallaudet.edu 

      And… 

 Verify the Payroll Office has your correct 
address. 

 Fill out a “Change of Address Form” for the 
Payroll Office, College Hall, Room 320,  if 
your address has changed.  Access from the 
web at: http://intranet/af/hrs/
personnel_docs/changeaddy.doc 

 

 Get your Commencement       
regalia (cap & gown) 

 Undergraduates can pick up their regalia at 
GradFest on February 25th or afterward in 
the Bison Shop. Your graduation fee covers 
the cost! 

 Au.D. and Ph.D. candidates may choose to 
order custom regalia which will be theirs  

      to keep.  
*To purchase see pages 10-11 for more     
 information 

 Au.D. and Ph.D. graduates who do not 
purchase will have their regalia rented by 
the University. 

      *Regalia must be returned after  
       Commencement. 
 All other Graduate students will receive non

-returnable regalia for Commencement and 
will be able to pick it up at GradFest, on 
February 25th, or afterward in the Bison 
Shop. 

 

Graduation `15 Checklist  (Continued) 
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Things To Do Where? How?   

 Make plans for your family and 
friends to enjoy the festivities 

 Guest Accommodations: 
        * Kellogg Conference Hotel   

(make reservations now!)                            
        * Dorms 
        * Local Hotels 
        * For more information on                        

accommodations see page 16 

 Commencement Brunch 
        * Each graduate will be admitted to the 
          Brunch at no cost.  However, additional 
          guests will need to pay at the door or 
          they can pre-pay by going to: 
          commencement.brunch@gallaudet.edu.                           
          Costs: Guests $14.50, children 5 years      
          old and under: $5.25 
*For more information see page 22 or email: 
commencement.brunch@gallaudet.edu 

 

 Commencement Tickets 
 
 
 

 Guest special needs 

 Each graduate is guaranteed 6 tickets.  You 
can sign up to request “up to 10 additional” 
tickets during GradFest. 

 

 For wheelchair seating and information about 
Commencement go to the President’s Office 
table at GradFest or send email to:  

      commencement@gallaudet.edu. 

 For the Hooding Ceremony contact  
Katie Spiegel at GradFest or afterwards send 
email to: katherine.spiegel@gallaudet.edu  

 

 Get Commencement                    
announcements and souvenirs  

 Order everything you need to make your   
graduation memorable! At GradFest order:            

        * Graduation announcements 
        * Official Gallaudet University ring 
        * Graduation memorabilia, diploma  
 frames, etc.    

* Hooding announcements will be available  
   at GradFest 

 Announce your graduation in your hometown 
newspaper. How? See the Communications & 
Public Relations table at GradFest, or send e-
mail to public.relations@gallaudet.edu. 

 

 

Graduation `14 Checklist  (Continued) 
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 Stay in touch—be an active 
Gallaudet Alumni! 

 Join the Gallaudet University Alumni              
Association. Special rate of $50.00 for lifetime 
membership available at GradFest. Visit them 
at their information table. 

 

 

After Graduation: 

*Can’t make it to GradFest? That’s okay! This booklet has 
all the information you need to get ready for graduation. 

Graduation `15 Checklist  (Continued) 
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Caps and gowns for Commencement are purchased by the University.  The 
regalia may be picked up at GradFest 2015 on February 25th, from 11:00 am 
to 4:30 pm. To pick-up regalia after that date, go to the Bison Shop, JSAC 
1022, from 9:00 am to 4:30 pm, Monday through Friday. Regalia is yours to 
keep.  
 
Graduating Seniors Outstanding Achievement Award  
Each year Gallaudet University gives special honors recognition to graduating 
seniors who achieve a 3.4 or higher cumulative grade point average (GPA). If 
your cumulative GPA is between 3.4 to 3.59 you will graduate Cum Laude, 
between 3.6 to 3.79 Magna Cum Laude, and between 3.8 to 4.0 Summa Cum 
Laude. Recipients will receive a gold stole, and will have their names and 
honor awards printed in the Commencement Program Book. Check with 
Thelma Schroeder (thelma.schroeder@gallaudet.edu) in Academic Advising 
(SAC 2220), after you receive your grade report, to ensure your name is on 
the list to receive an award.  

  Caps & Gowns (Undergrads) 
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Au.D. and Ph.D. candidates may purchase official Gallaudet regalia. Official regalia can be 
ordered at GradFest or through Jostens at: www.jostens.com.  For more information on official 
regalia please see page 11.  If Au.D. and Ph.D. candidates choose not to purchase regalia, it 
will be rented by the University.  Please visit the Bison Shop for your measurements to be 
taken. 
 
All other Graduate students will receive non-returnable regalia (keepers) which can be 
picked up at GradFest on February 25th, or afterwards at the Bison Shop. 
 

 Graduate students receive their hoods at the Hooding and Awards Ceremony on Thursday, 
May 14th.  

 Ph.D. students will receive their hood at Commencement on Friday, May 15th.    

 Students who purchase custom regalia will keep the regalia along with the hood and 
medallions.   

 Students who use rental regalia will return the regalia after Commencement and the hood 

  Caps & Gowns (Grad Students) 
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Custom Regalia 
Authorized by Gallaudet University, this distinctive set of academic regalia 
may be worn by any person who holds a doctoral level degree from Gallaudet 
or who is a member of the Board of Trustees.  
 
The gown is made from royal blue chromspun fabric with plush fedelio royal 
velvet trim down the face of the gown and on the sleeves. The velvet is 
trimmed in gold bullion piping. The back of the yoke has two pointed pleats 
that are layered and centered with a decorative braid. These pleats continue 
over the shoulder and extend the full length of the front of the gown as two 
fully layered panels. Special tailoring gathers the material to form a bell 
shaped, satin lined, sleeve with cuff.  
 
The hood is also very distinctive in that it is separated in the center at the 
front. It is attached to the gown on either side of the front opening of the gown 
with two pewter medallions bearing the Gallaudet 
University seal. The outer shell of the hood is royal blue 
and gold. Hood for the rented gown is not split and will 
hang freely around the neck and lay down the back. 
There are no medallions with the rental hood. 
 
A six-sided tam is the authorized cap. Made of black 
velvet this cap is adorned with a gold bullion tassel.  
 
You can get measured and order your custom regalia at 
GradFest on February 25, 2015.  The price can be 
obtained by contacting Jostens.  
  
Inform Paul Blakely, paul.blakely@gallaudet.edu, if you  
order special regalia and are a doctoral graduate so he 
can order your hood for you, by no later than April 1st.  

Official Regalia for purchase. 

Official Regalia for purchase. 

*Please note if you order your custom regalia directly 
from Jostens you will not need to order the hood. The 
University will purchase the hood for you.    
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Class Rings, Photos, and 
Gallaudet Memorabilia 

 

GROUP CLASS PHOTO 

The Undergraduate group graduation photo will be taken on Thursday, May 14th, at 
11:00 a.m. in front of Chapel Hall (inside if it rains). Please wear your regalia.  

The Grad/Ph.D. group graduation photo will be taken on Thursday, May 14th, at 2:45 
p.m. in front of Chapel Hall (inside if it rains). Please wear your regalia.  

Cost: $8.00 per 8” x 10” color photo.  Pay at GradFest or on the day of the photo.  
Pick up your photo after Commencement in the Jordan Student Academic Center 

Alcove Area, or you can send e-mail to: mcnultyheidi@gmail.com (after May 15th) to 
get your photos. 

 

GET YOUR OFFICIAL CLASS RING 

Order your official Gallaudet University ring from Jostens—prices are based on size, 
type of ring and gold quality.  Jostens offers a no-interest 4-month credit/debit card 
installment plan, a new extended ring loss protection plan, and a lifetime warranty.  

Promotional offer is for a limited time—prices subject to change without notice.  
Your ring will be shipped  directly to you.  For more information or to place an order  

go to: www.jostens.com/college.   

 

*In addition to GradFest, Jostens will be coming to campus on 
April 2nd for a ring sales event from 11 a.m.—3 p.m. outside of  

the Bison Shop in JSAC. 

 

SHOW YOUR GALLAUDET PRIDE 

Gallaudet gifts, souvenirs and personalized clothing are available at the Bison 
Shop. Purchase items online at bookstore.gallaudet.edu. 

Flowers will be sold outside of the Field House. Purchase flowers to present to 
relatives, friends, or anyone who gave you support through your college 

experience.  Make them feel special by presenting them with a beautiful rose 
or other flowers that are available. 
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Be A Local Star! 

Gallaudet will put the announcement of your graduation in your hometown newspaper. 
Come to GradFest prepared with the name of your hometown newspaper, hometown address, 
your major and degree, parents’ names, honors you received at Gallaudet, and any short 
biographical information you’d like to have included. Give this information to a staff member 
at the University Communications office table during GradFest, or after the event send e-mail 
to: public.relations@gallaudet.edu.  Gallaudet reserves the right to edit for length.  
 

Press Release 

Commencement  Memories 

Video Services will provide you with the opportunity to order a Commencement DVD charges 
will be billed to customer.  You can place your order by visiting them at their information ta-
ble during GradFest, or afterwards via e-mail at: gary.brooks@gallaudet.edu. 
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Guest Housing & Accommodations 
Make Reservations Early! 

Dormitory Housing 
Friends and family may stay in guest housing with the Residence Life Office.  Graduating students can reserve 
rooms during GradFest ‘15.  First make payment at the Cashier’s table then bring the receipt along with a 
completed reservation form to the Housing table to confirm reservations.  Reservations can also be made by 
completing the reservation form and sending it to the Residence Life Office, Ely Center, Room 132, along with a 
check (see reservation form on page 19).  
 

Local Hotel Information 
 
Courtyard Marriott 
1325 2nd Street, NE 
Washington, DC  20002 
202-898-4000 
 

Holiday Inn on The Hill 
415 New Jersey Avenue NW 
Washington, DC 20001 
202-638-1616 
 

Hyatt Place Washington 
33 New York Avenue, NE 
Washington, DC 20002 
202-289-5593 
Email: brenna.griffin@hyatt.com 
 

Hyatt Regency  
400 New Jersey Avenue NW 
Washington, DC 20001 
202-737-1234 
 

Kellogg Conference Hotel 

Gallaudet University Campus 
800 Florida Avenue, NE 
Washington, DC 20002 
202-651-6000 
 

Phoenix Park Hotel 
520 North Capitol Street NW  
Washington, DC 20001 
202-638-6900 
 

The Jefferson Hotel 
*Contact the hotel to find out if they offer a special nightly rate for Gallaudet graduates and families. 
1200 16th Street, NW 
Washington, DC  20036 
Phone: 202-448-2300 
 

*Rooms book-up quickly and rates are subject to change, so make reservations early! 
 
 * Hotel information is provided as a courtesy and those listed are  

located in close proximity to the University.  Please contact the ho-
tel directly to inquire about  specific graduation rates. 
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Memorandum  

tel:%28202%29651-6000
file:///C:/Users/harold.garvin/Desktop/www.gallaudet.edu/reslife/commencement.html
file:///C:/Users/harold.garvin/Desktop/www.gallaudet.edu/reslife/commencement.html
http://www.gallaudet.edu/reslife/commencement.html
http://www.gallaudet.edu/reslife/commencement.html
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Memorandum - 2015 Commencement Housing  
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2015 Commencement Housing FAQs  (Continued) 
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Frequently Asked Questions ? 

Continued on next page 

GRADFEST  
 
Should I bring my check book to GradFest?  Yes, if you want to obtain an Alumni 
membership, purchase memorabilia, or photos you will have the opportunity at GradFest. 
 
Do I have to pay for my cap & gown? Au.D. and Ph.D. graduates will have the option of 
purchasing custom regalia to keep.  Otherwise the University will cover the cost of rentals for 
Au.D. and Ph.D. students.  The University will also pay for the non-returnable regalia for 
other Graduate students. See pages 10 and 11 for more information. 
 
Is there a difference in the look of the custom vs. rented regalia? Yes, the custom regalia is 
custom tailored for the individual. It has a split hood which will be buttoned on with 
Gallaudet medallions. It has decorative features not included on the rental regalia. The rental 
regalia does not include decorative features and the hood drapes around the neck freely. See 
page 11 for more information. Samples will be available at GradFest. 
 

COMMENCEMENT  
 
How many tickets can I get for Commencement? Seating in the Field House is limited.  Each 
graduate will receive 6 tickets for non-reserved seating in the Field House.  Tickets can be 
picked up at the Campus Activities Office during the week of May 11-15th. Overflow seating 
will be available in the Jordan Student Academic Center, Multimedia Theater, Room 1011 
where the ceremony can be viewed on television monitors with captioning.  No tickets are 
required for overflow seating. 
 
Can I get “additional” tickets for Commencement? You can sign up to request an additional 6 
tickets for Commencement.  After GradFest, you can go online to request more tickets at 
commencement@gallaudet.edu.    
 
If I don’t need 6 tickets can I give my tickets to another student? Yes, each student is entitled 
to 6 tickets.  If you know you will not use all your tickets you can also give them back to the 
Campus Activities Office so that we will have an accurate attendee count.  
 
When and where do I pick up my cap & gown for Commencement.? Non-returnable regalia 
may be picked up at GradFest’15 on February 25th, from 11:00 am to 4:30 pm. To pick-up 
regalia after that date, go to the Bison Shop, JSAC 1022, from 9:00 am to 4:30 pm Monday 
through Friday.   
 
When will I receive the custom regalia that I ordered?  Custom regalia will be mailed directly 
to you from Jostens.  All orders for custom regalia must be made by the Jostens timeline (more 
information at: www.jostens.com/college or 1-800-854-7464) for you to receive it in time 
for Commencement. 
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Frequently Asked Questions ? 
COMMENCEMENT continued 
 
 
What time can my family arrive at the Field House? The Field House doors will open at 12:15  
p.m. 
 
How do I request International—spoken language interpreting requests? You can sign up to 
make requests at GradFest with Danilo Torres and GIS.  After GradFest, you can contact Yinka 
at: rsia@gallaudet.edu, or GIS at gisconfirmations@gallaudet.edu. 
 
How can I make Visa letter requests for International guests/family? You can sign up  to 
make requests at GradFest with Danilo Torres.  After GradFest, you can contact Yinka at 
rsia@gallaudet.edu. 
 
Are there assigned seats? No.  Guests will be seated in the bleachers. 
 
Suppose my guest is in a wheelchair or cannot climb bleachers or has special needs? Inform 
the President’s Office at GradFest or by email to commencement@gallaudet.edu no later than 
May 1, 2015.  Special arrangements will be made for guests with special needs along with 
one companion, if advance notice is given to allow for accommodations.   
 
Suppose unexpected family & friends come to Commencement, will they be able to attend? 
Overflow seating will be available in the Jordan Student Academic Center,  Multimedia 
Theater, Room 1011, where the ceremony can be viewed on television monitors with 
captioning.  No tickets are required. 
 
Will there be refreshments after Commencement? Yes, the University will provide a reception 
in honor of the graduates, their families, friends, faculty and staff in the Jordan Student 
Academic Center immediately following the Commencement Ceremony. 
 
Will there be any arrangements for childcare? No, we do not have services available. 
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Frequently Asked Questions ? 
COMMENCEMENT continued 
 
 

AFTER GRADUATION 
 
What services are available to alumni? Career services are available to alumni within the first 
twelve months following graduation.  Contact the Career Center at: 202-651-5355 (TTY/V) 
or visit their website: www.careercenter.gallaudet.edu. 
 
When will I get my Diploma? Diplomas and one official copy of your transcript will be 
mailed, after Commencement, to students who have completed graduation requirements as of 
May 2015 and paid all their outstanding debts.  
 
Students, who complete degree requirements as of August 2015, will receive their diplomas 
around April 2016 via mail. Confirm your mailing address with the Registrar’s Office before 
Commencement.  
 
NOTE: University policy states that the University will not release diplomas or transcripts to 
students with any outstanding debt. Please clear your student account before graduation.  
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GradFest Contact Information  
  

Academic Advising 
202-651-5355 
academic.advising@gallaudet.edu 
 
Alumni Association 
202-651-5060 T/V 
alumni.relations@gallaudet.edu 
 
Bison Shop 
202-651-5876 T, 5271 V 
bookstore.office@gallaudet.edu 
 
Bon Appetit 
commencement.brunch@gallaudet.edu 
 
Residence Life & Housing Office 
202-651-5611 T, 5255 V 
campus.housing@gallaudet.edu 
 
Career Center 
202-651-5240 V 
career.center@gallaudet.edu 
 
Cashier’s Office 
202-651-5292 T/V 
cashier.office@gallaudet.edu 
 
Photography 
Heidi McNulty 
mcnultyheidi@gmail.com 
 
Financial Aid Office 
202-651-5290 T/V 
 
Gallaudet Interpreting Services (GIS) 
matthew.terry@gallaudet.edu  
 
Graduate School 
202-651-5520 T/V 
katherine.spiegel@gallaudet.edu 
 
 

International Affairs 
rsia@gallaudet.edu 
 
President’s Office 
202-651-5005 T/V 
commencement@gallaudet.edu 
 
University Communications  
202-651-5050 T/V 
202-651-5704 Fax 
public.relations@gallaudet.edu 
 
Registrar’s Office 
202-651-5393 T/V 
202-651-5182 Fax 
registrar.office@gallaudet.edu 
 
Student Financial Services 
202-651-5447 T, 5145 V 
student.accounts@gallaudet.edu 
 
Video Services 
202-651-5115 T/V 
gary.brooks@gallaudet.edu 
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